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1 
Abstract 
 
Offshore oil drilling—an energy extraction process that removes petroleum from beneath the 
seabed—is a growing controversial issue worldwide and within the United States (Jones, 2018). 
This controversy manifests itself through the differences in public perceptions of offshore 
drilling among coastal states. Local media sources play an important role in identifying and 
reinforcing these perceptions. Existing research on state news media portrayal of oil and gas 
production suggests that factors such as political affiliation, geographical distance, and economic 
factors shape the perceptions that are portrayed through media. However, this body of literature 
has not specifically addressed the portrayal of offshore oil drilling in U.S. coastal states, despite 
offshore drilling’s influential role in the fossil fuel industry. This study employs an in-depth 
content analysis of newspaper articles from six different regional newspapers in California and 
Louisiana to explore how media portrayal of offshore oil drilling differs between the two states. 
A total of 67 articles were analyzed and examined for statements that related to the study’s 
categorical themes. The results showed that California newspapers were more likely to 
negatively represent offshore drilling through the discussion of its harm to the environment while 
Louisiana newspapers were more likely to negatively represent offshore drilling through the 
discussion of its economic benefits. Given the influence newspapers often have on public 
awareness and opinions, the inherent disparities between California and Louisiana newspapers 
contribute to polarizing opinions among Americans on offshore oil drilling. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Even though fossil fuels are proven to be one of the largest contributors to climate change, most 
of the world—including the United States—is still heavily dependent on them for electricity 
generation, transportation, and industry. Fossil fuel production has been proven to cause sea level 
rise, extreme weather events, and record setting temperatures (Karl & Trenberth, 2013). In an 
environmental era in which the United States is working to decarbonize transportation methods 
and create more energy-efficient technology, conventional energy production techniques such as 
offshore oil drilling continue to dominate the energy industry (Ye & Vine, 2018). Annually, the 
United States relies on petroleum for over a third of its energy consumption and consumes an 
average of 19.96 million barrels per day (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2018). 
Offshore oil drilling—an energy extraction process that removes petroleum from beneath the 
seabed—poses immediate physical threats to the ocean including habitat degradation, water 
pollution, and harm to marine life and wildlife (Hannegan, 2009). 
 
Due to offshore oil drilling’s potential negative impacts on the ocean and climate, the merits of 
offshore drilling have become an ongoing controversial debate (Matthews & Hansen, 2018). 
Opponents to offshore drilling repeatedly point out its negative effects: harm to human health; 
harm to marine and wildlife (Moore & Dwyer, 1974); and water and air pollution, while 
proponents point out the revenue that offshore drilling creates and the need to reduce the United 
States’ dependence on foreign oil (Saad, 2011).  
 
State-wide opinions regarding offshore oil drilling differ between coastal states. While some 
states strongly support offshore drilling within their state waters, some strongly oppose it. These 
differences in opinion manifest themselves through state policies on offshore drilling and 
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through the number of operating rigs a state has within its waters. Given that coastal states own 
the territory extending three nautical miles from their shores, each state has the jurisdiction to 
drill within that territory as it pleases (Vann, 2018). The ability of coastal states to drill within 
their nautical boundaries at their own discretion makes combatting climate change on a national 
level difficult. Even if a handful of states ban or reduce drilling within their waters, states that 
choose to drill will continue to contribute to climate change. Differences in opinions regarding 
offshore drilling between coastal states lead to disparities between state offshore drilling policies 
that ultimately influence the United States’ contribution to climate change. 
 
When coastal states decide whether or not, or to what extent they will engage in offshore drilling, 
it is important to consider the available information to the public regarding the topic. Public 
information can shape opinions and perceptions, and ultimately influence the way that the public 
thinks about offshore drilling (Matthews & Hansen, 2018). These perceptions can then determine 
the extent to which drilling will occur or if it will occur at all. Essentially, perceptions shaped by 
public information influence offshore drilling’s effect on the environment (Matthews & Hansen, 
2018).  
 
To understand why coastal states in the U.S. support or oppose offshore drilling along their 
coasts, this study explores the portrayal of offshore drilling in regional newspapers in both 
Louisiana and California. The study uses in-depth content analysis of local newspaper articles in 
California and Louisiana to identify differences in reporting that could explain opposition or 
support within each state. The study specifically analyzes a set of articles pertaining to offshore 
drilling from six highly circulated online newspapers in California and Louisiana—three from 
each state—between January 1, 2016 to February 9, 2019.  
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Although there are additional outlets that could be useful in identifying differences in public 
opinions of offshore oil drilling, online newspaper articles were used as the main subject of 
analysis in this study given the important role that news media plays in reporting environmental 
issues. In terms of reporting environmental issues, “local media are the most pervasive source” 
(McCallum et al., 1991). Local media sources and public perceptions are determinant of one 
another. Essentially, the public influences what/how the news reports and what/how the news 
reports influence the public. 
 
California and Louisiana were chosen for this study primarily based on their different policies 
regarding drilling within state waters. Since states have the discretion to drill within their 
territorial waters as granted by the Submerged Lands Act of 1953, they also have the ability to 
ban drilling within their waters (BOEM, 2019). In 1994 California passed a law that banned new 
offshore drilling within state waters (Rogers, 2018). In 2018, California passed two additional 
laws that banned the State Lands Commission from approving permits for new pipelines or other 
facilities within state waters that could be used to expand new oil and gas activity (Rogers, 
2018). The two laws were created to prevent the construction of new offshore drilling facilities in 
federal waters along California by making it difficult to bring any oil to shore. In regards to 
territorial waters, California policy has shown a staunch opposition to offshore oil drilling. 
 
In Louisiana the legislation regarding offshore drilling is extremely scarce. While the state does 
not have any laws that restrict offshore drilling development in state waters, it passed a piece of 
legislation in 2010 that urged the Secretary of the Interior to reduce the six-month moratorium on 
oil and gas exploration in the state following the Deepwater Horizon oil spill (NCSL, 2010). 
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Louisiana’s lack of regulatory policy regarding offshore drilling in state and federal waters 
indicates that the state is generally supportive of offshore drilling.  
 
This study’s use of content analysis of regional newspapers in California and Louisiana helps us 
understand how reports on offshore drilling differ between the two states. Understanding how 
media sources report offshore oil drilling is essential for determining the social representations of 
offshore drilling present in both states (Evensen et al., 2013). Given that “Social representations 
are common sense understandings of complex, often scientific phenomena, generated in the 
public sphere and reliant on the history, culture, and social structure of the context in which they 
emerge” (Evensen et al., 2013), the identified social representations can help us draw 
conclusions on why each state supports or opposes offshore drilling.  
 
2. Literature Review  
Previous research suggests that media play an important role in the communication and portrayal 
of environmental issues. Many scholars argue that media representations are crucial in forming 
links between science and the way that people interact with their environments, and that people 
frequently turn to media to understand the complexities of environmental sciences (Boykoff, 
2009). Media is commonly used for information seeking, or the “individual approach to a media 
source in order to become familiar either with the general content or a specific message” (Atkin, 
1972). Existing literature stresses the importance of the news media in regard to environmental 
information seeking.  
 
Existing research that focuses on public perceptions of natural gas development between states 
suggests that the most prevalent difference between newspaper coverage on natural gas 
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development is that newspapers primarily discuss the economy or the environment (Ashmoore et 
al., 2016). Specifically, a study conducted by Ashmoore et al. (2016) used content analysis of six 
regional newspapers from Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania to conclude that Ohio newspapers 
were more likely to discuss the economic impacts of hydraulic fracking while New York and 
Pennsylvania newspapers were more likely to discuss the environmental impacts of hydraulic 
fracking. A similar study that examined only Pennsylvania and New York newspaper portrayal 
of hydraulic fracking determined that the sources from both states equally discussed the negative 
environmental impacts associated with fracking, but that newspapers from Connecticut were 
more likely to discuss the positive economic impacts associated with hydraulic fracking. 
(Evenson et al.). The authors of the studies attribute these differences to a range of possibilities 
including differences in local public discourse, historical factors, and economic stability among 
the states (Ashmoore et al., 2016; Evenson et al., 2013).  
 
The findings of these studies have implications on the larger realm of media portrayal of energy 
extraction processes. The findings suggest that the difference in media portrayal of energy 
extraction in the United States may centralize around an “environment vs. energy” debate. They 
also suggest that the public perceptions of energy extraction that shape and reinforce the media 
are multi-faceted and cannot be explained by a single phenomenon.   
 
Various studies have examined how public perceptions of oil and gas development differ among 
groups and individuals in the United States. In a 2015 study on public perceptions of 
unconventional oil and gas development in the U.S., researchers found that the differences in 
public perceptions among correspondents were caused by political affiliations and individual 
proximity to oil and gas development projects (Clarke et al., 2015). In a similar study that 
 
 
7 
evaluated public opposition and support for offshore oil drilling, researchers founds that 
historical factors and biophysical characteristics influence public perceptions (Freudenburg and 
Gramling, 1993). A separate study that examined perceptions of offshore oil drilling within 
California found that the fluctuating price of oil had the biggest influence on shaping public 
perceptions (Smith et al., 2010). The results of these studies reveal that a multitude of factors 
must be considered in regards to different perceptions of oil and gas development in the United 
States. Economic, regional, and social differences all shape the way that natural resource 
production is perceived by the public.     
 
This study will contribute to the existing literature by focusing on media representation of 
offshore oil drilling in California and Louisiana in order to identify how offshore drilling is 
perceived differently among coastal states. The results of this study are essential in determining 
why the debate on offshore drilling exists among coastal states and the implications that the 
debate has on the future of the ocean and the climate. Louisiana and California will represent 
both sides of the debate and can be used for future research on the polarization of offshore oil 
drilling in the United States. 
 
3. Research Methods 
This study examines how offshore oil drilling is portrayed by different newspapers in California 
and Louisiana through in-depth analysis of online news publications. Specifically, the data 
include online news articles that discuss offshore oil drilling drawn from three different news 
sources in each state—The Los Angeles Times, The Orange County Register, and San Jose 
Mercury News from California and The Times-Picayune, The Advocate, and News Star from 
Louisiana—between January 1, 2016 and February 9, 2019.  
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Articles were identified through searching the term “offshore drilling” within the online archive 
database of each newspaper. In order to qualify for the study, each news source had to be ranked 
within the “top five” of highest daily circulated newspapers in its respective state (Agility, 2019). 
Rather than choosing the “top three” highest circulated newspapers in each state, newspapers 
were selected from the “top five” based on their political biases. Left-leaning, right-leaning, and 
neutral sources were chosen to represent each state in order to avoid creating a politically biased 
study. Hackett (1984) argues that “the political attitudes of journalists or editorial decision-
makers are a major determinant of news bias.” Since the data in this study was strictly derived 
from news sources, there will likely be some political biases in each of the newspapers. In order 
to avoid using data that is strictly based on either “liberal” or “conservative” ideologies, 
newspapers were chosen to represent liberal, conservative, and more neutral views in each state. 
Of the Louisiana sources, The News Star is left-leaning, the Times-Picayune is neutral, and The 
Advocate is right-leaning (Media Bias, 2019). Of the California sources, The Los Angeles Times 
is left-leaning, San Jose Mercury News in neutral, and The Orange County Register is right-
leaning (Media Bias, 2019) (Table 3.1). 
 
Table 3.1 Political leanings of newspapers. 
 
 
 
Left-leaning Neutral Right-leaning 
 
Louisiana 
 
The News Star The Times-Picayune The Advocate 
 
California 
 
The Los Angeles Times San Jose Mercury News The Orange County Register 
 
 
Each news article was analyzed using content analysis, “a research technique for making 
replicable and valid inferences from texts or other meaningful matter to the contexts of their use” 
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(Krippendorff, 1980). Content analysis relies on the coding and categorizing of data (Stemler, 
2001) and can be useful in allowing researchers to distinguish the focus of individuals and social 
groups (Weber, 1990). In this study, content analysis was used to dissect and categorize articles 
based on the themes identified within their text. Each news article was read and statements 
relating to the following themes were identified and sorted accordingly: oil spills, tourism, local 
economy and job market, and fossil fuels. In this study, the units of analysis are the sentences 
pulled from news articles that discuss offshore oil drilling (Table 3.2).  
 
Table 3.2 Study sample and data. 
 
Sample: Date Restrictions: January 1, 2016 - January 1, 2019 
 Search Term: “Offshore drilling” 
 News Sources: The Los Angeles Times 
  The Orange County Register 
  San Jose Mercury News 
  The Advocate 
  The Times-Picayune 
  The News Star 
Data: Sentences related to specified themes: Oil spills 
  Tourism 
  Local economy & job market 
  Fossil fuels 
 
 
 
Themes were not developed prior to data collection, but were created as the data collection 
occurred. Similar sentences and ideas that were recurring in the articles were grouped together 
until overarching themes were clear throughout a majority of the news sources. General themes 
were developed in the initial stages of research and became more specific as data collection 
progressed.  
 
3A. Case Selection  
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Louisiana and California were chosen for this study because of their various similarities and 
differences. First and foremost, as previously discussed, the states have very different policies on 
offshore drilling within their state waters. In addition, California and Louisiana currently have 
active offshore drilling rigs off of their coasts and both are part of the United States. In the 
context of this case, this is significant because both states are subject to impacted by the federal 
laws and regulations regarding offshore drilling. The most important of these laws is the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act of 1953 (OCSLA) that granted the federal government “the 
submerged lands seaward of State jurisdiction…extending at least 200 nautical miles from the 
official U.S. coastline” (Vann, 2018). OSCLA gives the federal government the right to develop 
offshore drilling past the three nautical miles extending from any given state coastline, despite 
the state’s individual offshore drilling regulations.  
 
One of the most important reasons for choosing Louisiana and California for this study was that 
they have both experienced large-scale oil spills along their coasts in the past ten years. In 2010, 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, the largest offshore oil spill in Unites States history, occurred in 
the Gulf of Mexico just miles from the Louisiana coastline (Pallardy, 2015). Five years later, the 
Refugio Oil Spill occurred off the coast of Santa Barbara in California, spilling over 100,000 
gallons into the Pacific (NOAA, 2015). Californians and Louisianans alike have recently been 
subject to the economic, environmental, and visual impacts of offshore oil spills. The two states 
share a similar history in regards to major offshore oil spills along their coastlines. 
 
Although Louisiana and California share a few similarities, their differences are what ultimately 
made them suitable for this study. California and Louisiana have opposing political ideologies 
and very dissimilar economies. In addition, Louisiana’s history has persistently shown support 
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for offshore drilling while California’s has persistently shown opposition. These differences are 
discussed at length in the following sections.  
 
California Background 
 
Political demographics 
California is a strongly Democratic state. Currently, the governor, the lieutenant governor, both 
senators, and 46 of 53 congressmen/congresswomen in California are Democrats (Govtrack, 
2019). In 2018 the Public Policy Institute of California found that 44.4% of registered voters are 
Democrats while only 25.1% of registered voters are Republican. Geographically, there is a 
political divide between how residents from coastal areas and residents from inland areas vote. 
Rural, less populated areas of inland California have more residents voting Republican while  
urban, more populated areas of coastal California have more residents voting Democrat (PPIC, 
2018). 
 
Economics 
California’s economy surpasses the economy of every other individual U.S. state. California’s 
$2.9 trillion economy represents 14% of the total United States economy (Forbes). Industries 
contributing most to California’s economy include finance and insurance (~$460,000); trade, 
transportation, and utilities (~$333,000); and professional and business (~$239,000) (California 
State Assembly, 2013). The natural resources and mining industry contributes ~$69,000 
(California State Assembly, 2013). According to Forbes (2018), California’s average household 
income is $70,396 and coastal cities such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego are the 
largest hubs for economic activity. 
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Oil drilling 
There are currently 23 offshore oil rigs operating off the coast of California—19 in federal 
waters and 4 in state waters. This accounts for only about a third of the total offshore agreements 
that were originally issued in the state. Prior to the 1969 Santa Barbara Oil Spill, the state had 
over 60 offshore oil and gas agreements combined in federal and state waters (CASLC, 2019). 
After the spill, the California State Lands Commission placed a lasting moratorium on all new 
offshore drilling in state waters (Mai-Duc, 2015). The spill also fueled an environmental 
movement in California that led to the creation of Earth Day, the signing of the National 
Environmental Policy Act by President Nixon, and the creation of multiple regulations on air and 
water pollution (Mai-Duc, 2015). The 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill heavily shaped local and state 
attitudes towards offshore oil drilling in California.  
 
Louisiana Background 
 
Political demographics 
Louisiana is a historically Republican state with 58% of voters registered as Republican and 32% 
of voters registered as Democrat (Pew Research Center, 2014). Both of Louisiana’s acting 
senators are Republican as well as five of the six members of the House of Representatives that 
represent the state. The acting governor of Louisiana is a Democrat and the lieutenant governor 
is a Republican. Louisiana is also considered the fourth most religious state in the country with 
over 84% of adults identifying as Christian (Pew Research Center, 2014).  
 
Economics 
Louisiana’s GDP is currently ~$237,000 with a median income of just over $24,000 (US News, 
2018). Some of the biggest industries contributing to Louisiana’s GDP include oil and gas, 
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commercial fishing, and agriculture. The state is ranked as having the nation’s second-highest 
poverty rate and more than one in six Louisiana households are deemed “food insecure” by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (Deslatte, 2018).  
 
Oil drilling 
Louisiana has been a key player in oil and gas development in the United States. In 2016, 3.9% 
of the state’s GDP came from natural resource extraction alone and the state produced 
56,820,000 barrels of crude oil (U.S. Department of the Interior, 2016). In 2010, the Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill greatly influenced offshore drilling in Louisiana. After 11 rig workers were 
killed in the spill, the Obama administration put various new safety regulations into place. These 
regulations received extreme backlash from drilling companies in Louisiana who viewed the 
regulations as “burdensome to oil and gas production operators” (Davenport, 2018). Aside from 
the new regulations set forth by the federal government, no other regulations were created by the 
state regarding offshore drilling practices. The oil and gas industry in Louisiana has continuously 
been ranked as one of the country’s leading petroleum producers. 
 
4. Results 
Here we examine the public perceptions of offshore oil drilling, compared across all six 
newspapers. A total of 67 news articles were included in the analysis. Of these articles, 42 were 
from California news sources while 25 were from Louisiana news sources. In California, 19 
articles came from the Los Angeles Times (LA Times), 13 came from the Orange County 
Register (OC Register), and 10 came from San Jose Mercury News (San Jose Mercury) (Table 
4.1). In Louisiana, 12 articles came from The Advocate, 11 came from The Times-Picayune, and 
2 came from News Star (Figure 4.1). Across the four themes—sentences about oil spills, tourism, 
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fossil fuels, and the economy—50 sentences were pulled from Los Angeles Times articles, 22 
sentences were pulled from Orange County Register articles, and 20 sentences were pulled from 
San Jose Mercury News articles. In addition, 23 sentences were pulled from The Advocate 
articles, 18 sentences were pulled from The Times-Picayune articles, and 2 sentences were 
pulled from News Star articles (Figure 4.2). Table 4.1 summarizes the breakdown of articles by 
news source, the total number of sentences coded for the content analysis, and the coding of 
these sentences according to the four themes, oil spills, tourism, fossil fuels, and the economy. 
  
 
 Figure 4.1 Number of articles from each newspaper.            Figure 4.2 Number of sentences from each newspaper. 
 
         
 
 
 
Table 4.1 Representation of articles by theme.  
 
 
News Source 
Total 
Articles 
Total 
Sentences 
Oil Spill 
Articles 
Tourism 
Articles 
Fossil Fuel 
Articles 
Economy 
Articles 
CA 
LA Times 19 50 19 10 6 1 
OC Register 13 22 7 6 7 0 
San Jose Mercury 10 20 10 4 0 0 
LA 
Advocate 12 23 0 0 0 12 
Times-Picayune 11 18 6 0 2 7 
News Star 2 2 0 0 0 2 
 
 
 
The results of this study are summarized in the following four themes: 
 
 
Theme 1. Oil spills  
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The California news articles analyzed within this study consistently referenced oil spills. 
Specifically, the articles frequently discussed the damage that the California coast faced 
following the Santa Barbara Oil Spill in 1969 and the Refugio Oil Spill in 2015. Of the 42 
California news articles analyzed in the study, 36 contained sentences that referenced either the 
Santa Barbara spill of 1969, the Refugio spill of 2015, or the potential for oil spills in general. In 
total, there were 53 sentences that discussed oil spills from the three California news sources 
combined. Of the 25 Louisiana articles analyzed within the study, only six discussed oil spills, 
five of which referenced the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. A much larger portion of California 
articles discussed past oil spills or the potential for future oil spills. Roughly 86% of California 
articles referenced oil spills while only roughly 24% of Louisiana articles referenced oil spills. 
Overall, news articles published in California newspapers discussed oil spills in relation to 
offshore drilling more than those published in Louisiana newspapers. 
 
Theme 2. Tourism  
The idea that Californians are concerned with the negative impacts that offshore drilling may 
have on the state’s coastal tourism industry was reoccurring throughout the articles. Of the 42 
California articles analyzed in the study, 20 articles discussed the relationship between offshore 
oil drilling and California’s tourism industry. Specifically, the articles expressed concern over 
the potential for offshore drilling to drive away tourists and decrease the states’ GDP. In 
comparison, not a single Louisiana article discussed oil drilling in relation to the state’s tourism 
industry 
 
Theme 3. Fossil fuels  
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Articles from the California newspapers repeatedly discussed climate change and fossil fuels in 
relation to offshore oil drilling. Of the 42 California articles analyzed in the study, 13 discussed 
offshore drilling’s contribution to fossil fuel usage and 4 discussed offshore drilling’s 
contribution to climate change. The articles relayed the reoccurring idea that offshore oil drilling 
strays away from California’s commitments to reduce fossil fuel usage and mitigate climate 
change. Of the Louisiana news sources, two articles contained sentences that discussed fossil 
fuel usage while one of the articles discussed climate change. Within these two articles there 
were three sentences that discussed either climate change or fossil fuels.  
 
Theme 4. Local economy and job market 
A majority of the Louisiana articles discussed offshore oil drilling in relation to the state’s 
economy. Specifically, the articles discussed the revenue that offshore drilling brings to the state 
and the number of jobs that the oil industry provides. Of the 25 articles analyzed from Louisiana 
news sources, ten discussed drilling in relation to state revenue and 16 discussed drilling in 
relation to local job availability. Overall, there were 33 separate sentences throughout the three 
Louisiana news sources that discussed the state’s economy or job market. Of the three California 
news sources, only one sentence within one article discussed the relationship between offshore 
oil drilling and the potential for local job creation in California, while none of the articles 
discussed the local economy. 
 
5. Discussion 
The results of this study confirm that there are distinct differences in the portrayal of offshore oil 
drilling between Louisiana and California newspapers. Specifically, when discussing offshore oil 
drilling, California newspapers were more likely to discuss oil spills, coastal tourism, and fossil 
 
 
17 
fuels than Louisiana newspapers were. In comparison, Louisiana newspapers were more likely to 
discuss the state’s economy and local job market than California newspapers were. The 
hypothesized reasons for these differences are discussed below. 
 
5.1 Oil Spills 
Despite the fact that both California and Louisiana have experienced serious oil spills along their 
coasts, California news sources were far more likely to discuss oil spills in relation to offshore 
drilling than Louisiana news sources were. The imbalance in references to oil spills might be 
explained through a number of reasons: the California coast is more accessible than the 
Louisiana coast, California offers more coastal recreation than Louisiana, and more Californians 
live in close proximity to the coast than Louisianans do. 
 
Coastal accessibility & proximity to coastline 
There is a notable difference in the number of people who live close to the coasts of both 
California and Louisiana. In 2008, researchers found that 68.5% of California’s population was 
living within coastal counties and that Californians were eager to live as close to the coast as 
possible (Wilson et al, 2010). Contrarily, in 2008 the United States Census Bureau found that 
only 32.3% of Louisiana’s population was living in coastal counties (Wilson et al, 2010). The 
36.3% difference in people living close to the coasts of California and Louisiana can be 
explained by the number of accessible roads that reach each coastline. Throughout the entire 
state of Louisiana, only 12.26% of the coastline is accessible by roads while in California 90% 
of the coastline is accessible by roads (Freudenburg et al., 1993). Many studies have 
hypothesized that how close an individual lives to the coast and their accessibility to the coast 
can affect their perception of offshore oil drilling (Freudenburg et al., 1993). In the case of this 
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study, those who live closer to the coast (Californians) were more likely to be concerned with 
offshore drilling and the potential for oil spills than those who live farther from the coast 
(Louisianans).  
 
Beach visitation and coastal recreation  
California’s coastline stretches 840 miles long while Louisiana’s barely extends 400 miles 
(Beaver, 2006). The California coast provides various opportunities for recreational activities 
including swimming, snorkeling, paddle boarding, surfing, and scuba diving. Given the wide 
range of recreational activities that the California coast offers, Californians are frequently 
inclined to visit the coast. Dissimilarly, the coast of Louisiana is lined with a thick band of salt 
marsh. The salt marsh limits many coastal recreational activities and discourages Louisianans 
from frequently visiting the coast (Freudenburg et al., 1993). In comparison, California has over 
850 beach access sites while Louisiana has only 22 (Beachapedia). In a 2004 study, Wolch and 
Zhang focused on the relationship between beach-going behavior and attitudes towards the 
environment. One of the most prominent findings of the study was that more frequent beach-
goers were more likely to be biocentric and more drawn to the idea of direct contact with 
undisturbed and natural wildlife (Wolch and Zhang, 2004). The results of the 2004 study provide 
substantial evidence that those who participate in recreational activities along the coast will be 
more likely to be concerned with the environmental protection of the coast from oil drilling. 
Since Californians visit the coast more frequently than Louisianans, Californians are more likely 
to be concerned with and discuss the possibility of oil spills in relation to offshore oil drilling.  
 
5.2 Disparities in referencing tourism 
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There was a large difference between the number of times California articles referenced state 
tourism compared to the number of times Louisiana articles referenced state tourism. The articles 
from California newspapers frequently focused on the idea that oil drilling is a threat to the 
state’s coastal tourism industry and discussed the annual revenue generated by the industry. 
Three of the articles stated that California makes over $20 billion per year from its tourism 
industry and one article stated that more than $2 trillion of California’s $2.35 trillion GDP comes 
from coastal communities. Out of the 25 separate newspaper articles analyzed from Louisiana in 
this study, not a single article referenced Louisiana’s tourism industry in relation to offshore oil 
drilling. 
 
State tourism 
 
Annually, California generates a much larger sum of revenue from tourism than Louisiana does. 
In 2016, tourism in Louisiana generated $9.9 billion in state GDP—roughly 4.1% of Louisiana’s 
total economy (Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism, 2017). In 
comparison, California made $74.9 billion in state GDP from tourism in 2017 (Dean Runyan 
Associates, 2017). Essentially, California makes over seven times the amount of GDP from 
tourism that Louisiana does in a given year. Since California relies on tourism as one of its 
largest sources of revenue, Californians will most likely be more inclined to ensure that their 
tourism industry is not at risk. This means that Californians will be more likely to oppose 
offshore drilling due to its potential threats to the visual and physical quality of the coast. 
 
5.3 Disparities in referencing fossil fuels 
 
The articles presented in California newspapers were more likely to write from an environmental 
perspective than Louisiana newspapers were. Specifically, the California articles constantly 
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discussed the fossil fuel industry in a negative light while the Louisiana articles did not mention 
the fossil fuel industry at all. The California articles mentioned the phrase “climate change” four 
times more frequently than the Louisiana articles did and a majority of the articles stated that 
California should be moving away from oil drilling and fossil fuels in general. For example, 
three articles referred to fossil fuels as “dirty energy” while five articles suggested that California 
focuses on “clean energy” instead of fossil fuels. In total, only two Louisiana articles mentioned 
either fossil fuels or climate change. 
 
Environmental Consciousness 
 
The limited of reporting on fossil fuels and climate change in relation to offshore drilling in 
Louisiana’s newspapers might be attributed to the state’s overall lack of environmental 
consciousness as demonstrated by a 2018 study that determined the “greenness” of the each of 
the 50 states. On a scale ranked 1-50 with 1 being the “greenest,” Louisiana ranked 49th in terms 
of both “eco-friendly behaviors’ and ‘climate change contributions” (Kiernan, 2018). On the 
same scale, California ranked third in terms of “eco-friendly behaviors” and fourth in terms of 
“climate change contributions” (Kiernan, 2018). Louisiana ranked as one of the top ten “least-
green” states (Kiernan, 2018). In a similar study conducted in 2017, Louisiana had “the lowest 
percentage of energy consumption for renewable sources and highest energy consumption per 
capita” (Manrodt, 2017). The same study ranked California third in terms of lowest energy 
consumption per capita. Louisiana’s lower ranking in environmental consciousness regarding 
eco-friendly behaviors, climate change contributions, and renewable energy consumption than 
California may explain why the Louisiana newspapers reviewed gave less attention to 
connections between offshore drilling and fossil fuels than California newspapers. 
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5.4 Disparities in referencing the local economy and local job market 
 
There was a prominent difference between the number of times that Louisiana and California 
newspapers referenced the local economy and local job market when discussing oil spills. 
Overall, 21 Louisiana articles either discussed the amount of money that offshore drilling 
provides for the state’s economy or the number of local jobs that the offshore drilling industry 
creates in Louisiana. A majority of these articles stated that expanding offshore drilling could 
create anywhere between 35,000 and 40,000 jobs in Louisiana alone.  
 
Economic oil dependence 
 
Understanding how the offshore oil industry has historically influenced each state’s economy is 
essential for understanding differences in opinions of offshore oil drilling. Generally, a state that 
relies heavily on the oil industry to generate revenue and create jobs, such as Louisiana, will 
perceive offshore drilling as less detrimental than a state that has a relatively miniscule economic 
connection to the oil industry. Many scholars argue that an individual’s opinion of oil drilling 
depends on their state’s economic reliance on oil (Freudenburg & Gramling, 1993). As explained 
by Freudenburg and Gramling, “the greater the potential for economic activity, the less the 
expected resistance to that activity.” This concept can be applied to Louisiana’s strong economic 
dependency on the oil industry. Historically, the state is known for partnering with industries to 
develop offshore energy resources that help create thousands of high paying jobs for state 
residents. In 2014, oil and gas production in Louisiana employed 260,000 people, paying them 
an average of $96,500 annually (Scott, 2014). In comparison, in 2015 oil and gas production in 
California employed about 368,000 people (Oil & Gas 360, 2017). Although California 
technically employs more of its residents through the oil and gas industry, oil and gas employees 
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accounted for 0.93% of California’s population in 2015 and 5.55% of Louisiana’s population in 
2014.  
 
6. Conclusion 
 
This study examined the coverage of offshore oil drilling in newspapers in Louisiana and 
California and asked how media portrayal of offshore drilling differs between California and 
Louisiana. Online news articles were used as data given the role that media plays in shaping and 
reinforcing controversial environmental issues (Matthews & Hansen, 2018). Determining the 
factors that shape these public perceptions helps us better understand both sides of the national 
debate on offshore oil drilling. Examining perceptions that shape the offshore oil debate is 
essential given the impacts that offshore oil production has on the environment and the climate. 
By understanding how and why the public chooses to support or oppose offshore oil drilling, we 
gain insight on the future of fossil fuel production in the United States.  
 
The findings showed that Louisiana newspapers were more likely to positively represent offshore 
drilling through the discussion of its potential to create local jobs and fuel the state’s economy. 
We then analyzed the potential factors that most likely influence this positive representation. 
Potential reasons for Louisiana’s support of offshore drilling include the strong presence of the 
oil and gas industry within the state and Louisiana’s oil-dependent economy. The tendency for 
Louisiana articles to positively represent offshore oil drilling centralizes around the economic 
benefits that the state receives from offshore drilling.  
 
The findings of this study also showed that California newspapers were more likely to negatively 
represent offshore drilling through the discussion of oil spills, tourism, and the fossil fuel 
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industry. The study then discussed the potential factors that most likely shape these negative 
representations. The study hypothesized that California newspapers discussed oil spills given the 
high level of beach visitation and recreation in the state, and the large number of residents that 
live within close proximity to the coastline. The most prominent potential reason for the 
discussion of tourism in California articles was California’s economic dependence on the tourism 
industry—specifically along the coast. We attributed the likeliness of California articles to 
discuss the fossil fuel industry to the state’s overall sense of environmental consciousness and 
attentiveness to climate change contribution.  
 
The findings of this study suggest that the differences in media portrayal of offshore drilling are 
the result of social and economic disparities among two coastal states. The study concludes that 
the public perceptions of offshore drilling are multifaceted and are not caused by a single factor. 
The polarization of public opinions of offshore oil drilling in Louisiana and California illustrate 
the complexity of the nationwide offshore drilling debate in the United States.  
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Appendix 1: Data Collection 
 
 Title Stat
e 
Source Date 
Published 
Date 
Accessed 
Oil Spills Tourism Fossil Fuels Economy 
1 The 
environmental 
disaster that 
changed 
California — 
and started 
the movement 
against 
offshore oil 
drilling 
CA LA Times 8-Apr-17 
 
8-Feb-19 1. California 
has been a 
leader in 
restricting 
offshore oil 
drilling since 
the 1969 
Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill. It was 
the worst oil 
spill in the 
nation’s 
history – 
until 20 years 
later, when 
the Exxon 
Valdez dump
ed 11 million 
gallons of 
crude off the 
coast of 
Alaska. 
   
2 Trump's 
directive on 
offshore 
drilling will 
face solid 
resistance in 
California 
CA LA Times 28-Apr-17 
 
8-Feb-19 1. The state 
was the site 
of the first 
offshore 
drilling in the 
U.S., starting 
with the 
Summerland 
oil field off 
the coast of 
Santa 
Barbara in 
1896. But the 
same region 
was tarnished 
by the worst 
spill in 
California 
history in 
1969, when 
more than 3 
million 
gallons of oil 
poured into 
the ocean. 
Only the 
Deepwater 
Horizon and 
Exxon 
Valdez spills 
— in 2010 
and 1989, 
respectively 
— have been 
more 
devastating. 
2. A much 
smaller Santa 
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Barbara spill 
in 2015, 
when a 
ruptured 
pipeline 
dumped 
123,000 
gallons of oil, 
was a 
reminder of 
the 
environmenta
l dangers. 
3 Santa 
Barbarans are 
angered by 
Trump's order 
that could 
lead to new 
offshore 
drilling 
CA LA Times 29-Apr-17 8-Feb-19 1. A recent 
history of 
bipartisan 
opposition to 
oil drilling 
has been 
fueled with 
viscerally 
terrifying 
images 
captured live 
on TV of 
waves 
lubricated 
with oil, oil-
drenched 
birds and 
frantic 
cleanup 
crews after a 
drill boring 
in federal 
waters in 
1969 
punctured a 
high-pressure 
pocket of 
petroleum. 
2. An 
estimated 
80,000 to 
100,000 
barrels of 
crude spewed 
uncontrolled 
from the 
breach into 
the blue 
Pacific, much 
of it 
congealing 
into a foot-
thick mat that 
resembled 
chocolate 
mousse. 
1. Tourism and 
recreation are 
substantial 
drivers of 
California's 19 
counties 
adjacent to the 
Pacific Ocean. 
Together, they 
comprise more 
than 18,000 
business 
establishments 
employing 
368,000 
persons and 
generating 
nearly $9 
billion in 
wages, 
according to a 
2012 study 
conducted by 
the National 
Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration. 
  
4 California's 
economy 
depends on its 
coastline. 
More offshore 
oil drilling 
CA LA Times 2-May-17 
 
9-Feb-19 1. At a time 
when climate 
change-
related sea 
rise is 
threatening 
coastal 
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could imperil 
it. 
communities, 
and given the 
likelihood of 
catastrophic 
oil spills such 
as the 1969 
incident near 
Santa 
Barbara, 
there is no 
sound reason 
for Trump's 
directive. 
5 California is 
right to close 
its door to 
offshore 
drilling — 
Trump can't 
be trusted 
with our 
beaches 
 
CA LA Times 4-May-17 
 
8-Feb-19 1. "And 
drilling had 
become a lot 
safer than 
nearly 40 
years earlier 
when a 
Union Oil 
platform six 
miles off 
Santa 
Barbara 
spilled crud 
all over the 
coast from 
Goleta to 
Ventura 
while also 
fouling the 
Channel 
Islands. An 
estimated 
3,500 sea 
birds were 
killed, plus 
dolphins, 
elephant 
seals and sea 
lions. 
2. What 
started 
turning me 
around was 
the 2010 
Deepwater 
Horizon oil 
spill in the 
Gulf of 
Mexico that 
killed 11 
people and 
injured 17. 
An estimated 
4.9 million 
barrels of oil 
were 
unleashed in 
the world's 
biggest 
marine spill.  
   
6 Del Mar takes 
stand against 
Trump’s 
CA LA Times 26-Oct-17 
 
8-Feb-19 1. No new 
drilling 
leases have 
1. The Del Mar 
City Council 
unanimously 
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vision for 
offshore 
drilling 
been 
approved in 
Pacific 
federal 
waters since 
1984 or in 
California-
managed 
waters since 
the 
catastrophic 
Santa 
Barbara spill 
of 1969, a 
disaster that 
helped give 
rise to the 
modern 
environmenta
l movement.  
2. “We still 
remember 
what 
happened in 
Santa 
Barbara in 
1969, Port 
Angeles in 
1985, Grays 
Harbor in 
1988 and 
Coos Bay in 
1999. We 
remember the 
oil-soaked 
beaches and 
wildlife and 
the 
devastating 
economic 
impacts to 
local 
communities 
and the 
fishing 
industry,” 
said Gov. 
Jerry Brown 
in the 
statement 
with Oregon 
Gov.  
agreed on Oct. 
16 to call on 
California’s 
congressional 
delegation to 
join the city in 
making clear 
that expanded 
offshore 
drilling poses 
too great a 
threat to the 
state’s $44.8 
billion ocean 
economy 
7 Laguna Beach 
City Council 
opposes 
offshore oil 
drilling 
CA LA Times 8-Nov-17 
 
8-Feb-19 1. Speakers 
decried such 
techniques as 
methods of 
the past that 
pose 
potential 
disastrous 
environmenta
l effects, such 
as oil spills. 
2. That year, 
3 million 
gallons of 
1. Can they 
guarantee that 
new offshore 
drilling could 
never impact 
Laguna 
Beach’s robust 
tourism 
economy and 
our coastal way 
of life? 
1. “[The 
resolution] 
furthers our 
commitment to 
addressing 
climate change 
by rejecting the 
antiquated 
notion that 
expanding and 
investing in 
fossil fuel 
extraction is in 
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crude oil 
spilled into 
the waters off 
Santa 
Barbara, 
creating a 35-
mile-long oil 
slick that 
killed 
thousands of 
birds, fish 
and sea 
mammals. 
our nation’s 
best interest.” 
8 California 
offshore 
drilling could 
be expanded 
for the first 
time since 
1984 under 
federal 
leasing 
proposal 
CA LA Times 4-Jan-18 
 
4-Feb-19 1. A 
devastating, 
100,000-
barrel spill in 
Santa 
Barbara in 
1969 killed 
thousands of 
seabirds and 
led to the 
passage of 
the National 
Environment
al Policy Act, 
the 
foundation of 
U.S. 
environmenta
l law, and the 
creation of 
the federal 
Environment
al Protection 
Agency. 
2. “We saw 
the impacts 
of that 
firsthand: oil 
washing up 
on the beach 
with dead 
seabirds and 
fish, along 
with people 
from the 
community 
covered in oil 
as they tried 
to save them. 
Additional 
offshore oil 
along our 
coast would 
surely lead to 
more spills 
with 
similarly 
devastating 
impacts to 
the marine 
environment.
” 
1. California 
officials have 
argued that 
expanding 
offshore oil 
production 
would most 
likely require 
the 
construction of 
expensive new 
platforms and 
onshore 
support 
equipment 
whose presence 
could harm the 
state’s 
multibillion-
dollar coastal 
economy, 
including 
tourism, fishing 
and the marine 
ecosystem. 
2. Rep. Salud 
Carbajal (D-
Santa Barbara), 
who also backs 
a permanent 
ban on new 
drilling off the 
state’s coast, 
said new 
offshore 
exploration 
poses a serious 
threat, both in 
potential 
environmental 
damage and 
effects on 
tourism. 
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3. “For the 
first time in 
decades, the 
waters, 
wildlife and 
local 
economies of 
coastal parks 
like Cape 
Hatteras 
National 
Seashore in 
North 
Carolina and 
Channel 
Islands 
National Park 
in California 
will be at risk 
to the 
dangers of 
drilling,” he 
said. 
4. California 
has not 
issued a new 
offshore oil 
and gas lease 
since the 
Santa 
Barbara spill. 
In a July 
letter to 
federal 
officials, the 
State Lands 
Commission 
said new 
offshore oil 
development 
“creates 
undeniable 
peril to 
California’s 
ocean and 
marine 
environment 
and 
economy” 
and poses an 
unacceptably 
high risk of 
“catastrophic 
harm from an 
offshore oil 
spill.”  
5. Coastal 
states, 
especially 
California, 
Alaska and 
Florida, are 
especially 
sensitive to 
proposals to 
open the 
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offshore 
seabed to oil 
and gas 
exploration 
because of 
oil spill risks 
that are 
escalating., 
9 How 
California can 
thwart 
Trump’s 
offshore 
drilling 
CA LA Times 5-Jan-18 
 
6-Feb-19 1. Older 
Californians 
remember the 
devastation 
caused by the 
spill of more 
than 3 
million 
gallons from 
a Union Oil 
platform off 
the Santa 
Barbara coast 
in 1969, 
which fouled 
miles of 
beaches. 
 1. It’s not just 
the 
environmental 
risk of offshore 
drilling that’s 
worrisome. 
Also of concern 
is the Trump 
administration’
s gung-ho 
commitment to 
fossil fuels at a 
time when fears 
over the harsh 
effects of 
climate change 
just keep 
growing and 
alternate fuels 
are getting 
cheaper. 
 
10 Democrats on 
both coasts 
cry foul after 
Trump 
administration 
exempts 
Florida from 
offshore 
drilling plan 
CA LA Times 9-Jan-18 
 
 
5-Feb-19 1. But images 
of oil-
drenched 
seabirds and 
fouled 
beaches 
during the 
massive 1969 
Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill soured 
the state on 
offshore oil 
development. 
1. California is 
also ‘unique’ & 
our ‘coasts are 
heavily reliant 
on tourism as 
an economic 
driver,’ ” 
California Atty. 
Gen. Xavier 
Becerra said. 
  
11 Demonstrator
s in 
Huntington 
Beach protest 
Trump plan 
for new 
offshore 
drilling 
CA LA Times 9-Jan-18 
 
6-Feb-19 1. “If there is 
an oil spill 
off our coast, 
that ruins our 
tourism 
industry,” 
McCall said. 
“That ruins 
our home. 
We shouldn’t 
allow that to 
be done.” 
 1. The 
president’s 
proposal, which 
is under public 
review and 
debate, has 
faced 
considerable 
backlash from 
West Coast 
governors, 
including 
California’s 
Jerry Brown, 
who contend it 
would pose 
environmental 
harm and 
ignore a need 
to transition 
away from 
fossil fuels 
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12 Solana Beach, 
Encinitas line 
up to oppose 
Trump’s 
offshore 
drilling plan 
CA LA Times 30-Jan-18 
 
5-Feb-19 1. Among 
them was Ira 
Opper, the 
pioneering 
extreme 
sports 
filmmaker 
based in 
Solana 
Beach. He 
described 
seeing the 
100-square-
mile 
devastation 
wrought by 
the 1969 
Santa 
Barbara spill 
that took a 
decade to 
clean up and 
helped 
launch the 
modern 
environmenta
l movement. 
   
13 California 
officials 
pledge to 
reject 
offshore 
drilling 
CA LA Times 7-Feb-18 
 
6-Feb-19 1. A letter 
from the 
California 
Coastal 
Commission 
also warned 
an oil spill 
would 
devastate the 
state's 
tourism 
economy and 
natural 
coastal 
beauty. They 
pointed to the 
Santa 
Barbara spill, 
which caused 
severe 
environmenta
l damage, 
hurt local 
fishermen 
and 
dissuaded 
tourists from 
visiting. 
1. A letter from 
the California 
Coastal 
Commission 
also warned an 
oil spill would 
devastate the 
state's tourism 
economy and 
natural coastal 
beauty. They 
pointed to the 
Santa Barbara 
spill, which 
caused severe 
environmental 
damage, hurt 
local fishermen 
and dissuaded 
tourists from 
visiting. 
  
14 Coastal 
Commission 
on Trump's 
offshore 
drilling plan: 
Ain't gonna 
happen 
CA LA Times 8-Feb-18 
 
4-Feb-19 1. 
California’s 
distaste for 
offshore 
drilling dates 
back to 1969, 
when a 
devastating 
100,000-
barrel spill in 
Santa 
1. More than $2 
trillion of 
California’s 
$2.35-trillion 
gross domestic 
product — the 
sixth largest 
economy in the 
world, the 
agency added 
— comes from 
1. President 
Trump's 
offshore oil 
drilling plan is 
a step 
backward in 
time, toward an 
energy policy 
that blindly 
handcuffs the 
nation to an 
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Barbara 
killed 
thousands of 
seabirds and 
helped spark 
the modern 
environmenta
l movement. 
The state has 
not issued a 
new offshore 
oil and gas 
lease since 
the spill. 
coastal 
counties. 
unsustainable 
future,” said 
State Lands 
Commission 
Chairman and 
Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. 
2. The Hands 
Across the 
Sand events are 
aimed at 
steering 
America's 
energy policy 
away from its 
dependence on 
fossil fuels and 
towards clean 
energy. The 
goal is to show 
leaders in all 
levels of 
government, 
that public 
support is 
strong for 
moving away 
from dirty fuels 
and adopting 
policies that 
encourage 
clean energy 
instead. 
15 The Latest: 
Demonstrator
s blast 
offshore oil 
drilling plan 
CA LA Times 8-Feb-18 
 
6-Feb-19 1. Some held 
photos of oil-
stained 
beaches and 
animals. A 
few carried a 
giant 
inflatable 
whale. 
2. Jennifer 
Sauer of Mill 
Valley says it 
makes no 
sense to risk 
oil spills that 
would harm 
the ocean 
ecosystem so 
that oil 
companies 
can profit. 
 1. Jim Wilson 
of Placerville 
says the 
country should 
be moving 
away from 
fossil fuels. 
1.Supporters of 
offshore 
drilling say it 
would lessen 
the country's 
dependence on 
foreign oil and 
create jobs in 
California and 
other coastal 
states. 
16 Moonlight 
Beach goers 
join hands 
against 
offshore 
drilling 
CA LA Times 24-May-18 
 
5-Feb-19 1. This year’s 
Hands 
Across the 
Sand marks 
three years 
since a 
pipeline 
carrying 
offshore oil 
ruptured in 
Refugio State 
Beach just 
1. Tourism, 
recreation and 
fishing along 
California’s 
coast generate 
nearly $20 
billion a year 
and support 
400,000 jobs. 
1. As part of 
the 
international 
Hands Across 
the Sand day of 
action, 
residents 
throughout 
Southern 
California met 
at Moonlight 
Beach in 
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north of 
Santa 
Barbara, 
spilling 2,500 
barrels of 
crude across 
a 7-mile 
stretch of one 
of 
California’s 
most 
biologically 
diverse 
habitat. 
Encinitas, as 
well as San 
Diego’s 
Mission Beach, 
Huntington 
Beach, Los 
Angeles and 
others to raise 
awareness 
about the 
dangers of dirty 
fuels and the 
need to speed 
the transition to 
available, 
affordable 
clean energy 
solutions. 
2. The line of 
people joining 
hands across 
the beaches 
was a strong 
show of 
support for 
clean energy at 
a time when a 
host of new 
dirty fuel 
proposals are 
under 
consideration. 
17 First came the 
proclamations 
against 
Trump's 
offshore 
drilling plan. 
Now comes 
the legislation 
CA LA Times 15-Aug-18 
 
5-Feb-19 1. The state 
has not 
issued a new 
offshore oil 
and gas lease 
since a 
devastating 
1969 spill in 
Santa 
Barbara 
turned public 
sentiment 
against 
offshore 
drilling. 
2. “We here 
in California 
need to be 
speaking 
loud and 
clear about 
our 
opposition to 
these kinds 
of reckless, 
destructive 
and 
absolutely 
inexplicable 
efforts to 
undermine 
our planet 
and our 
environment 
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and our 
public 
health,” said 
Jackson 
18 Gov. Brown 
signs bills to 
block Trump's 
offshore oil 
drilling plan 
CA LA Times 8-Sep-18 
 
6-Feb-19 1. “From the 
1969 Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill to the 
2015 Refugio 
spill, I 
represent a 
community 
that knows 
all too well 
the 
devastation 
oil spills can 
bring to our 
economy and 
environment.
” 
1. “We are 
standing up to 
protect… our 
state’s entire 
coast from the 
threat of more 
offshore oil 
drilling and 
ugly oil rigs,” 
said 
Assemblyman 
Al Muratsuchi 
(D-Torrance), 
who wrote the 
Assembly bill. 
“I thank Gov. 
Brown for 
leading the 
resistance and 
Sen. Jackson 
for working 
with me to 
protect our 
state’s 
multibillion 
dollar coastal 
economy and 
beautiful 
beaches and 
coastline.” 
  
19 Trump moves 
to vastly 
expand 
offshore 
drilling off 
US coasts 
CA LA Times 24-Jan-19 
 
6-Feb-19 1. California 
was the site 
of the first 
offshore 
drilling in the 
U.S. more 
than 120 
years ago, 
but the 
region was 
tarnished by 
one of the 
worst spills 
in U.S. 
history in 
1969, when 
more than 3 
million 
gallons of oil 
poured into 
the ocean 
near Santa 
Barbara. 
1. Virtually all 
commercial 
fishing near 
Santa Barbara 
was halted, and 
tourism 
dropped 
dramatically. 
  
20 Gov. Jerry 
Brown seeks 
permanent 
ban on 
offshore 
drilling 
CA OCR 13-Dec-16 9-Feb-19   1. Brown says 
in a letter sent 
Tuesday to the 
president that 
allowing new 
drilling would 
be inconsistent 
with goals of 
reducing 
 
 
 
40 
reliance on 
fossil fuels and 
combating 
climate change. 
21 California 
sues to block 
offshore oil 
fracking 
CA OCR 20-Dec-16 9-Feb-19 1. “This is a 
major 
development 
in the fight to 
protect our 
ocean from 
toxic 
chemicals or 
another oil 
spill,” said 
Kristen 
Monsell, an 
attorney with 
the Center 
for 
Biological 
Diversity. 
   
22 Trump order 
to study oil 
drilling off 
California 
coast is 
coming 
Friday 
CA OCR 16-Apr-17 9-Feb-19   1. “There’s no 
reason to 
expose more 
coastal 
economies to 
the risk of 
disastrous spills 
so oil 
companies can 
drill for hard-
to-reach fossil 
fuels. Rather 
than signing 
reckless 
executive 
orders, the 
president 
should focus on 
investing in 
safer, cleaner 
energy 
sources.” 
 
23 Laguna Beach 
council votes 
down 
offshore oil, 
gas drilling; 
first Orange 
County city to 
oppose 
Trump plan 
CA OCR 8-Nov-17 9-Feb-19   1. The order 
also promotes a 
stronger 
dependence on 
fossil fuels. 
This goes 
against 
previous 
preservation 
actions taken 
by the city 
which strongly 
favor a more 
sustainable 
lifestyle 
through the use 
of alternative 
energy sources. 
 
24 California’s 
offshore 
waters aren’t 
open to 
polluters 
CA OCR 8-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. As history 
has shown, 
offshore 
drilling 
inevitably 
1. New 
offshore 
drilling would 
threaten to 
upend our 
1. This is not to 
mention the 
impact that 
increased oil 
and gas drilling 
 
 
 
41 
leads to oil 
spills. This is 
something 
Californians 
learned 
firsthand in 
1969, when a 
massive oil 
spill in Santa 
Barbara 
helped give 
rise to the 
modern 
environmenta
l movement.  
2. We were 
reminded of 
that grim 
reality again 
in 2015 with 
the Refugio 
oil spill in 
that same 
region. 
thriving 
fishing, 
tourism, and 
recreation 
economies, and 
jeopardize our 
irreplaceable 
coastal 
resources. 
operations 
would have on 
climate change, 
which is being 
driven almost 
entirely by 
human actions 
such as the 
burning of 
fossil fuels. 
25 California 
should be 
treated the 
same as 
Florida when 
it comes to 
offshore 
drilling 
CA OCR 10-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. In case 
you haven’t 
looked out to 
sea lately, 
we’ve got 
plenty of 
them already, 
grandfathere
d in from 
before the 
disastrous 
1969 oil spill 
devastated 
Santa 
Barbara 
beaches, 
killed 
thousands of 
sea birds and 
was a prime 
mover in 
launching the 
environmenta
l movement. 
   
26 Obscure 
agency state’s 
best defense 
against new 
offshore oil 
CA OCR 18-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. Adding 
new drill rigs 
to the coastal 
scene has 
been 
anathema 
here since the 
infamous 
Santa 
Barbara 
Channel oil 
spill of 1968. 
The beach-
fouling, 
wildlife-
killing 
Refugio State 
Beach spill 
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northwest of 
Santa 
Barbara in 
2015 
reinforced 
that already 
strong 
opposition. 
27 Protesters 
plan to join 
hands at Main 
Beach in 
Laguna to 
oppose 
offshore 
drilling 
CA OCR 29-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. A 1969 
spill in Santa 
Barbara 
spewed an 
estimated 3 
million 
gallons of oil 
into some of 
the nation’s 
most 
sensitive 
coastal 
habitat and 
killed 
thousands of 
seabirds and 
other marine 
life.  
1. “It’s a dirty 
and dangerous 
practice, people 
live here and 
visit here 
because of our 
beautiful 
beaches,” said 
Pete Stauffer, 
environmental 
director for the 
San Clemente-
based nonprofit 
Surfrider 
Foundation 
which is co-
hosting the 
protest. “This is 
a real serious 
threat.” 
  
28 California 
taxpayers 
could foot the 
bill to shutter 
old oil rigs in 
the Pacific 
CA OCR 1-Feb-18 8-Feb-19 1. It’s been 
nearly three 
years since 
an oil 
pipeline 
ruptured in 
Santa 
Barbara 
County, 
coating seven 
miles of 
beaches with 
crude oil and 
killing 
dolphins, 
birds and sea 
lions. 
 1. The 
Democratic-led 
state 
government has 
advanced 
policies to 
promote clean 
energy and 
reduce the use 
of petroleum, 
including a ban 
on new leases 
to drill in state 
waters. 
 
29 Orange 
County 
activists 
gather at 
Victoria 
Beach to 
protest off-
shore drilling 
CA OCR 23-Feb-18 8-Feb-19 1. One month 
later 126,000 
gallons of oil 
spilled 
offshore in 
Santa 
Barbara. It 
killed 200 
sea birds and 
100 marine 
mammals, 
including sea 
lion pups.  
1. City leaders 
regularly 
emphasize 
Laguna’s 
reliance on the 
ocean and 
coastline for 
local 
commerce. 
That coastline 
draws more 
than 6.5 million 
visitors to the 
city each year 
for its unique 
coves, beaches 
and Marine 
Protected Area 
— one of only 
a few 
statewide. 
1. Even when 
they run 
perfectly, 
offshore 
drilling emits 
dangerous 
greenhouse 
gases, which 
could lead to 
drastic sea level 
rise and we 
could lose up to 
67 percent of 
our beaches. 
This beach 
could be gone 
by the end of 
the century.” 
 
 
 
43 
30 US doesn’t 
need Orange 
County’s 
coast to 
achieve 
energy 
independence 
CA OCR 8-Mar-18 8-Feb-19  1. In 2017, 
Orange 
County’s 
tourism 
industry 
welcomed 48 
million visitors 
to Orange 
County. They 
spent nearly 
$13 billion, 
generating 
$20.5 billion in 
economic 
impact, $2.4 
billion in tax 
revenue and 
175,000 
tourism-related 
jobs.  
  
31 Businesses 
join 
environmental
ists to warn 
Trump’s oil 
drilling plan 
might hurt 
California 
tourism 
CA OCR 23-Aug-18 8-Feb-19  1. The potential 
impact on local 
businesses and 
tourism was 
emphasized by 
most of the 
panelists at a 
Wednesday 
forum at the 
Newport Beach 
Civic Center. 
2. If we can’t 
make the 
environmental 
argument (to 
some people), 
we can make 
the economic 
argument,” said 
former 
Newport Beach 
Mayor Nancy 
Gardner. “It’s 
the ocean and 
the harbors that 
bring the 
visitors here. 
They don’t 
come to see oil 
derricks out 
there and all 
the problems 
that come with 
them.” 
  
32 Bill aimed at 
blocking new 
oil rigs 
offshore wins 
key Assembly 
vote 
CA OCR 27-Aug-18 8-Feb-19  1. Opponents to 
new drilling 
cite the threat 
of oil spills, 
damage to 
marine life, 
visual blight 
and the 
negative impact 
those side 
effects would 
have on the 
1. Foes also 
cite the state’s 
growing move 
to alternative 
sources of 
energy and the 
state’s policy 
away from 
petroleum as 
the primary 
source of 
power. 
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state’s tourism 
economy. 
33 Protect 
California’s 
coast from oil 
drilling 
CA SJMN 17-Nov-16 9-Feb-19 1. Obama has 
maintained a 
moratorium 
on offshore 
oil drilling 
during his 
presidency, 
but 
Californians 
should never 
forget the 
damage from 
the 1969 oil 
spill off 
Santa 
Barbara, 
which many 
credit for 
giving birth 
to the first 
Earth Day in 
1970 and 
spawning the 
modern 
environmenta
l movement. 
2. The Santa 
Barbara spill 
dumped an 
estimated 3 
million 
gallons of 
crude oil into 
the Pacific 
Ocean, 
killing tens 
of thousands 
of fish and 
birds and 
resulting in 
an oil slick 
that stretched 
for 35 miles. 
1. The state’s 
ocean-
dependent 
industry is 
estimated to 
contribute $43 
billion a year to 
California’s 
economy. 
  
34 Obama blocks 
new oil 
drilling off 
California, 
West Coast 
through 2022 
CA SJMN 18-Nov-16 9-Feb-19 1. After the 
1969 Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill, when a 
Union Oil 
platform 
dumped more 
than 3 
million 
gallons into 
the ocean, 
killing 
thousands of 
seabirds and 
other marine 
animals, 
President 
Richard 
Nixon and 
his interior 
secretary, 
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Walter 
Hickel, 
established 
the “Hickel 
Preserve,” a 
34,000-acre 
area off 
Santa 
Barbara 
where oil 
drilling was 
permanently 
banned. 
35 Stop Trump 
from drilling 
for oil along 
California’s 
coastline 
CA SJMN 1-May-17 8-Feb-19 1. It was the 
devastating 
1969 oil spill 
off the Santa 
Barbara coast 
that is 
credited for 
spawning the 
first Earth 
Day. That 
explosion, 
the result of 
poor safety 
precautions 
by Union oil, 
spewed 3 
million 
gallons of 
crude oil into 
the Pacific 
Ocean, 
creating a 
devastating, 
35-mile long 
oil slick. 
2. More 
recently, a 
2015 oil spill 
north of 
Refugio State 
Beach in 
Santa 
Barbara 
County 
resulted in 
142,800 
gallons of 
crude oil 
spilling along 
what remains 
one of the 
most 
biologically 
diverse 
coastlines in 
California. 
1. The 
California coast 
economy 
supports 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
jobs and 
contributes an 
estimated $43 
billion to the 
state economy. 
  
36 New oil 
drilling off 
California 
coast? Trump 
signs order 
seeking to 
CA SJMN 26-Jun-17 9-Feb-19 1. No new 
lease sales 
have been 
sold to oil 
companies 
off California 
since 1984 
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expand 
drilling 
because of 
staunch 
opposition of 
coastal 
leaders and 
environmenta
lists worried 
about oil 
spills.  
2. They often 
cite the Santa 
Barbara 
disaster in 
1969, when 4 
million 
gallons of 
heavy crude 
from a 
Unocal 
platform 
blowout 
coated 
beaches, 
killed sea 
birds, 
dolphins and 
other animals 
and inspired 
the state’s 
modern 
environmenta
l movement. 
37 Speak up to 
stop Trump 
plan to drill 
off 
California’s 
coast 
CA SJMN 3-Jul-17 8-Feb-19 1. We’ve 
seen the 
damage that 
unchecked 
privatizing of 
an 
unprotected 
ocean can 
cause. In 
2015, over 
140,000 
gallons of 
crude oil 
spilled at 
Refugio 
Beach in 
Santa 
Barbara.  
2. In 2007, 
the Cosco 
Busan spill 
closed over 
50 beaches, 
killed over 
6,000 birds 
and cost 
more than 
$70 million 
to clean up. 
1. Vibrant 
coastal waters 
are key to 
California’s 
ocean 
economy, 
valued at $45 
billion and 
employing 
more than a 
half million 
people. 
  
38 New offshore 
oil drilling 
proposed off 
California 
coast by 
CA SJMN 4-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. “They’ve 
chosen to 
forget the 
utter 
devastation 
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Trump 
administration 
of past 
offshore oil 
spills to 
wildlife and 
to the fishing, 
recreation 
and tourism 
industries in 
our states,” 
said the 
Democratic 
governors in 
a joint 
statement. 
2. “The 
Trump 
administratio
n’s reckless 
‘drill, baby, 
drill’ 
approach 
threatens our 
oceans and 
coasts while 
doing 
nothing to 
increase our 
energy 
independence
,” Feinstein 
said, citing 
the 1969 
Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill, which 
resulted in 
more than 3 
million 
gallons of 
black crude 
from a Union 
Oil platform 
coating 
beaches for 
miles. 
39 Stop Trump 
from drilling 
for oil off 
California’s 
majestic coast 
CA SJMN 6-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. Remember 
the 
devastation 
of the 1969 
Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill: Union 
oil’s 
inadequate 
safety 
precautions 
resulted in 3 
million 
gallons of 
crude oil 
spewing into 
the Pacific 
Ocean, 
spawning 
what we now 
know as 
1. The plan 
announced 
Thursday for 
new drilling in 
nearly all U.S. 
coastal waters 
is both 
environmental 
and economic 
folly — 
especially in 
California, 
where the 
tourist 
economy is 
worth $20 
billion a year. 
2. California’s 
beaches attract 
an estimated 
150 million 
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Earth Day. 
Remember 
the 2010 
Deepwater 
Horizon 
disaster, the 
largest 
marine oil 
spill in 
history, 
killing 11 
workers and 
releasing 4 
million 
barrels of oil 
into Gulf of 
Mexico, 
causing $17 
billion in 
damages to 
natural 
resources. 
visitors a year, 
creating an 
ocean economy 
that generates 
367,000 jobs, 
far more than 
the oil industry 
ever will. 
40 California 
taxpayers 
could foot the 
bill to shutter 
old oil rigs in 
the Pacific 
CA SJMN 3-Feb-18 8-Feb-19 1. It’s been 
nearly three 
years since 
an oil 
pipeline 
ruptured in 
Santa 
Barbara 
County, 
coating seven 
miles of 
beaches with 
crude oil and 
killing 
dolphins, 
birds and sea 
lions. 
   
41 Over 1,000 
people rally to 
say “No” to 
offshore 
drilling in 
California 
CA SJMN 4-Feb-18 8-Feb-19 1. “We have 
this 
incredible 
ocean 
economy that 
tourism relies 
on, and that’s 
threatened by 
offshore oil 
drilling,” 
Perloff said. 
“And more 
important 
than our 
economy is 
our marine 
life, and this 
amazing 
ecosystem. 
The 
sanctuary has 
a boundary, 
but oil 
doesn’t care 
about that — 
when it spills 
our whole 
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coast become 
threatened.” 
42 California 
passes bill to 
block 
Trump’s 
offshore oil 
drilling plans 
CA SJMN 28-Aug-18 8-Feb-19 1. State 
leaders and 
many 
residents still 
remember the 
1969 Santa 
Barbara oil 
spill, which 
resulted in 
more than 3 
million 
gallons of 
black crude 
from a Union 
Oil platform 
coating 
beaches for 
miles. 
   
43 West side's 
the best side: 
Port Cameron 
organizers 
plan $1.5 
billion 
deepwater 
facility 
LA Advocate 24-Jul-16 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. A proposed 
deepwater port 
in Cameron 
Parish could 
create 85,000 
jobs over four 
years in 
Louisiana, 
$11.2 billion in 
sales to 
businesses here 
and $267.5 
million in state 
taxes.  
2. Once built, 
Port Cameron 
LLC's 
operations are 
expected to 
churn out $2.8 
billion in sales 
to firms in 
Louisiana, 
9,930 jobs a 
year and $38 
million in state 
taxes. 
44 Oil price 
projections in 
2017 could 
mean millions 
for Louisiana 
LA Advocate 10-Jan-17 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. Higher oil 
prices could 
add more than 
$100 million to 
the state's 
coffers in 2017 
if a new federal 
forecast proves 
accurate. 
45 Interior to 
offer largest 
oil and gas 
lease sale in 
U.S. -- 77 
million acres 
in the Gulf of 
Mexico 
LA Advocate 24-Oct-19 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. My 
constituents in 
southeast 
Louisiana will 
be leading the 
way in this 
exploration and 
development 
that will create 
good jobs and 
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kickstart more 
economic 
growth.  
2. "Investing in 
energy creates 
better jobs with 
better benefits 
for working 
families, 
strengthens our 
national 
security and 
strengthens our 
energy 
independence,” 
Cassidy said. 
46 The count: 
acres in the 
Gulf of 
Mexico to be 
opened for oil 
and gas leases 
in 2018 
LA Advocate 30-Oct-17 9-Feb-19 
 
   1.   
Republican 
officials hailed 
the 
announcement 
as a potential 
job creator — 
though the sale 
follows policy 
from former 
President 
Barack 
Obama's 
administration 
that opened 
leases 
throughout the 
Gulf.  
2. U.S. Sen. 
John Neely 
Kennedy said 
the sales "will 
create jobs and 
bolster our state 
and national 
economy." 
47 Trump moves 
to vastly 
expand 
offshore 
drilling off 
U.S. coasts; 
Louisiana 
delegation 
welcomes 
move 
LA Advocate 4-Jan-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. "With this 
program, my 
constituents in 
southeast 
Louisiana 
whose jobs 
depend on the 
energy industry 
can rest easy 
knowing that 
oil and gas 
development is 
a priority for 
this 
administration, 
said House 
Majority Whip 
Steve Scalise, 
R-Jefferson. 
""With 
increased 
exploration and 
production in 
the Gulf of 
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Mexico and 
beyond, we 
will be able to 
create more 
jobs and 
continue to 
receive the 
revenue sharing 
that is vital to 
rebuilding our 
coast." 
2. "I’m 
confident that 
under the 
Trump 
Administration’
s proposal, we 
can provide 
thousands of 
Americans with 
good paying 
jobs, boost our 
energy 
manufacturing 
and security, 
strengthen our 
economy and 
do it in a way 
that is 
environmentall
y responsible 
and protects 
our 
communities,"" 
Cassidy said. 
48 After ending 
year at $60 a 
barrel, 
Louisiana's 
oil industry 
feeling 'very 
restrained 
optimism' 
LA Advocate 6-Jan-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. Even the 
battered mining 
and logging 
industry, the 
officially 
designated 
labor sector 
that includes oil 
and gas jobs, 
added 600 
positions for 
the month and 
200 for the 12-
month span, 
ending a 34-
month streak of 
losses, 
according to 
data from the 
U.S. Bureau of 
Labor 
Statistics. 
2. The region's 
economy 
showed signs 
of 
improvement in 
November, 
adding 200 jobs 
for the month 
and 600 jobs 
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from 12 months 
earlier, 
according to 
federal data. 
3. "That's going 
to mean more 
jobs for us. 
Anytime that 
they are going 
to be having 
the 
opportunities 
for drilling that 
may lead to 
new 
investments." 
49 Our Views: A 
big step 
toward 
Atlantic 
drilling 
LA Advocate 9-Jan-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. Lower-
priced oil 
forced 
producers and 
the oilfield 
services 
companies so 
vital to 
Louisiana’s 
employment 
base to curtail 
operations.  
2. The price of 
oil is moving 
up, nudging 
above $60 a 
barrel for 
benchmark 
crudes, but it 
will take a 
sustained rise 
to gain more 
employment in 
such oilfield 
service centers 
as Houma and 
Lafayette. 
50 New Orleans-
based Harvey 
Gulf Marine 
files for 
Chapter 11 
bankruptcy 
protection 
LA Advocate 8-Mar-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. "Harvey 
Gulf has about 
580 employees, 
including about 
504 crew 
members, court 
filings show.  
51 Louisiana 
loses 1,600 
jobs in 
February 
LA Advocate 23-Mar-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. Economist 
Loren Scott 
said Louisiana 
is struggling for 
two reasons: oil 
and gas prices 
still haven’t 
rebounded. 
2. Mining and 
logging, which 
includes oil and 
gas drilling, 
lost 900 jobs. 
52 At Tulane, 
energy 
industry 
LA Advocate 17-Apr-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. The oil, gas 
and chemical 
sectors are 
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economist 
makes pitch 
to students to 
fill expected 
workforce 
gap 
bracing for 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
job openings in 
the coming 
years, putting 
the chief 
economist for 
the industry’s 
leading 
lobbying group 
on the road to 
meet with 
college 
students about 
careers in the 
energy 
business. 
2. Compared to 
the median 
U.S. household 
income of 
about $56,500, 
Foreman said 
the industries 
had 2 million to 
3 million direct 
jobs, which 
offered annual 
average pay of 
more than 
$100,000. 
3. Nearly 1.3 
million job 
openings are 
expected in the 
combined 
sectors by 
2025, and close 
to 1.9 million 
by 2035, 
according to 
2016 API data. 
53 Despite rising 
oil prices, 
Louisiana's 
rig count 
holding 
steady; Here's 
why many in 
industry are 
optimistic 
LA Advocate 14-Oct-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. “What we’d 
really like to 
see happen is 
more of the 
offshore 
drilling taking 
place, where all 
of the (oil 
service) boats 
could start 
going back to 
work, and the 
activity would 
increase and 
our economy 
would 
increase,” 
Cantrelle 
added. 
“Lafourche and 
the neighboring 
parishes are 
dependent on 
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the oil 
business. When 
the oil business 
goes down, we 
go down with 
it.” 
2. That would 
be welcome 
news in 
Lafourche and 
Terrebonne 
parishes, where 
6.6 percent of 
jobs are 
directly tied to 
oil and gas 
extraction — 
nearly four 
times the 
statewide 
average. 
54 LSU 
forecasters 
downgrade 
job growth 
outlook for 
Louisiana oil 
and gas sector 
LA Advocate 16-Nov-18 9-Feb-19 
 
   1. Last year’s 
report forecast 
more than 
40,000 jobs in 
Louisiana’s 
upstream oil 
and gas 
production 
sector by 2021. 
The revised 
forecast is just 
over 35,000. 
55 Drilling is 
safer since 
Deepwater 
Horizon 
disaster, but 
we must stay 
vigilant 
LA Times-
Picayune 
17-Apr-16 8-Feb-19    1. The energy 
industry 
generates 
billions of 
dollars in 
revenue and 
supports tens of 
thousands of 
jobs here. 
56 Watch anti-
drilling 
activists heat 
up a Gulf 
lease meeting 
LA Times-
Picayune 
18-Apr-16 8-Feb-19    1. Oil and gas 
supports 
thousands of 
jobs and small 
businesses in 
Louisiana and 
is the bedrock 
for products 
many 
Americans 
have grown 
used to, said 
Lori LeBlanc, 
director of the 
Louisiana Mid-
Continent Oil 
and Gas 
Association's 
offshore 
committee. 
57 Researchers 
in Gulf to 
study Shell 
Oil spill 
LA Times-
Picayune 
15-May-16 8-Feb-19 1. 
Researchers 
are heading 
out to study 
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the effects of 
a Shell leak 
of about 
88,200 
gallons of oil 
off the 
Louisiana 
coast in the 
Gulf of 
Mexico, a 
scientist said 
on Monday 
(May 16). 
2. In 2010, a 
BP well blew 
out and led to 
the death of 
11 workers 
aboard the 
Deepwater 
Horizon 
drilling rig. 
For 87 days, 
millions of 
gallons of oil 
leaked into 
the Gulf in 
the nation's 
worst 
offshore 
spill. 
58 The eastern 
Gulf is vital 
to the world's 
energy 
security | 
Opinion 
LA Times-
Picayune 
1-Oct-17 8-Feb-19    1. For 
Louisiana, a 
decision to lift 
a decades-old 
ban on drilling 
in this energy-
rich area would 
create more 
than 31,000 
jobs and 
generate 
spending in 
Louisiana of 
nearly $19 
billion through 
2035, 
according to a 
study by Quest 
Offshore 
Resources. 
59 Interior 
secretary 
meets with 
offshore 
regulators in 
New Orleans 
on Friday 
LA Times-
Picayune 
30-Nov-17 8-Feb-19 1. Their 
separation 
was a major 
recommendat
ion of the 
presidential 
commission 
that 
investigated 
the spill, 
which killed 
11 and 
resulted in oil 
flowing into 
the Gulf of 
  1. In 
November, 
Cassidy 
introduced an 
amendment in a 
pending federal 
budget 
reconciliation 
bill that is 
aimed at 
increasing the 
amount of 
offshore oil 
revenue going 
to Louisiana for 
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Mexico for 
87 days. 
coastal 
restoration 
projects by as 
much as $100 
million during 
fiscal years 
2020 and 2021. 
60 Trump's 
offshore oil 
drilling plans 
ignore the 
lessons of BP 
Deepwater 
Horizon | 
Opinion 
LA Times-
Picayune 
5-Jan-18 8-Feb-19 1. The Trump 
Administrati
on is 
proposing to 
ease 
regulations 
that were 
adopted to 
make 
offshore oil 
and gas 
drilling 
operations 
safer after the 
2010 
Deepwater 
Horizon 
disaster. This 
event was the 
worst oil spill 
in U.S. 
history. 
Eleven 
workers died 
in the 
explosion 
and sinking 
of the oil rig, 
and more 
than 4 
million 
barrels of oil 
were released 
into the Gulf 
of Mexico.  
   
61 Trump plan 
would open 
nearly all the 
Gulf of 
Mexico to oil 
drilling 
LA Times-
Picayune 
7-Jan-18 8-Feb-19    1. The energy 
produced 
offshore in the 
Gulf of Mexico 
creates good-
paying jobs ... 
and we are very 
pleased that 
this 
administration 
embraces the 
importance of 
the offshore oil 
and gas 
industry, said 
Lori LeBlanc, 
the group's 
executive 
director. 
2. “It also 
means more 
jobs and 
opportunities 
for our oilfield 
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families in 
Louisiana and 
around the 
country that 
have been hit 
hard over the 
past several 
years," 
Kennedy said. 
62 Coastal board 
recommends 
$20 million 
for parish 
coastal 
projects 
LA Times-
Picayune 
18-Apr-18 8-Feb-19 1. Levied 
against BP 
and 
Transocean, 
the company 
that owned 
the 
Deepwater 
Horizon 
drilling rig 
that exploded 
and sank in 
2010, killing 
11 and 
causing an 
87-day 
release of oil 
from BP's 
Macondo 
well. 
   
63 Louisiana to 
receive $82 
million in 
Gulf offshore 
oil and gas 
revenue 
sharing 
LA Times-
Picayune 
26-Apr-18 8-Feb-19   1. But 
Lowenthal also 
suggested that 
the funding be 
tied to two key 
issues -- 
requiring the 
oil and gas 
industry to pay 
for wetland 
damages it has 
caused, and 
creating a 
"carbon tax" 
program aimed 
at reducing 
carbon 
emissions that 
would also 
provide a 
portion of its 
revenue to 
Louisiana's 
coastal 
restoration 
projects. 
2. He also 
agreed with 
Lowenthal that 
the oil and gas 
industry should 
be required to 
pay for wetland 
damages 
caused by its 
actions, 
pointing to a 
1. The state of 
Louisiana will 
receive $82 
million in Gulf 
of Mexico 
offshore 
revenue in the 
next few 
months under 
the Gulf of 
Mexico Energy 
Security Act, 
"The people of 
Louisiana have 
waited for over 
ten years for 
Phase II of 
GOMESA to 
begin and for 
our state to 
start receiving a 
larger portion 
of the revenues 
derived off of 
our coast," said 
Louisiana 
Governor John 
Bel Edwards in 
a news release. 
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series of studies 
blaming the 
industry for 
between 36 
percent and 90 
percent of the 
state's wetland 
losses. 
64 14 years in, 
oil spill off 
Louisiana 
coast poised 
to become 
largest in 
history 
LA Times-
Picayune 
21-Oct-18 8-Feb-19 1. An oil spill 
that has been 
quietly 
leaking 
millions of 
barrels into 
the Gulf of 
Mexico has 
gone 
unplugged 
for so long 
that it now 
verges on 
becoming 
one of the 
worst 
offshore 
disasters in 
U.S. history. 
 1. Expansion 
plans come 
despite fears 
that the 
offshore oil 
industry is 
poorly 
regulated and 
that the planet 
needs to 
decrease fossil 
fuels to combat 
climate change, 
1. The Gulf is 
one of the 
richest and 
most 
productive oil 
and gas regions 
in the world, 
expected to 
yield more than 
600 million 
barrels this year 
alone, nearly 
20 percent of 
the total U.S. 
oil production. 
Another 40 
billion barrels 
rest 
underground, 
waiting to be 
recovered, 
government 
analysts say. 
65 Coast Guard 
and Taylor 
Energy 
disagree over 
source of 14-
year Gulf oil 
leak 
LA Times-
Picayune 
4-Dec-18 8-Feb-19 1. Added up 
over 14 
years, the 
platform has 
produced one 
of the largest 
and longest-
running oil 
spills in 
North 
America, 
according to 
estimates 
cited by the 
Coast Guard. 
   
66 Rep. Higgins: 
Trump, 
America 
winning trade 
war 
LA News Star 26-Aug-18 9-Feb-19    1. Right here in 
Acadiana we 
still have 
10,000 workers 
still 
unemployed in 
the oil and gas 
industry, he 
said. "Those 
jobs have not 
returned." 
67 It's a gusher: 
US takes 
global oil 
lead, but La. 
lags 
LA News Star 13-Sep-18 9-Feb-19    1. Not only 
does this mean 
more 
paychecks for 
workers and 
their families, it 
means we have 
more leverage 
over the likes 
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of thugs like 
Vladimir Putin. 
That’s a win 
for our national 
security and a 
win for our 
economy.”, 
 
 
 
 
 
